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Architect’s Impression

St. John’s House Update
Anyone driving on the Merrion Road or visiting St. Vincent’s 
Hospital may have seen the NEW St. John’s House rising 
behind the existing old red brick building.

The new building will include two floors of state-of-the-art 
private rooms with en-suite facilities. The ground floor will 
accommodate offices, staff rooms, kitchens, hairdresser, 
medical and other facilities. Between the new and old 
buildings is a fine two-storey Atrium which will be used for 
public occasions such as concerts and carol services.

The two upper floors will between them accommodate 52 
resident bedrooms, providing a total of 56 beds in the new 
home. Day and visitor rooms are also located throughout the 
upper two floors, a number of which have direct access to 
external terraces and sensory gardens.

The new home will include residents from the Molyneux Home 
and St. Mary’s Home as well as from the current St. John’s 
House. Each of the bedroom floors will be named after the 
partner homes - Molyneux and St. Mary’s.

Existing Building
The existing red brick building facing the Merrion Road will 
be totally refurbished to incorporate dining rooms and other 
communal sitting and meeting rooms. The existing Chapel will 
be refurbished to be a central part of the new home. One wall 
will be open to the Atrium so that the space can be extended 
for big occasions such as Carol Services.

The Chapel will accommodate a stained glass 
window and other treasures from the Chapel of 
St. Mary’s Home where the Sisters of St. John and 
residents have worshipped over the decades. 

The existing building will also accommodate the offices of 
Protestant Aid, currently in Upper Leeson Street.

The new and old buildings will be linked by the Atrium on 
the ground floor and links on the upper floors which will 
incorporate sitting areas both indoors and outdoors.



Bedrooms
The bedrooms will be generous in size - larger than  
minimum standards and other equivalent homes.

Each room will have a large window to bring in plenty of 
natural light. Curtains and fabrics will be specially selected  
to add to the ambience of the room. 

Each room will have an en-suite bathroom with wash-hand 
basin, wc and shower (baths are available on each floor). 
State-of-the-art nurse call systems, as well as telephone, TV, 
radio, computer terminals and wi-fi, are also included in  
each room.

St. John’s House Newsletter 2017   |   The Molyneux Home   |   St. Mary’s Home2



Moving
Phase 1 of the new building, which incorporates 36 rooms,  
will be completed early in 2018.

The new building then needs to be inspected and approved  
by HIQA before anyone moves in.

First to move will be the current residents of St. John’s House 
who only have to move a few hundred metres. Residents, 
nurses, carers and support staff will all move together.

Once the current building is vacated, work can commence  
on the link buildings and in refurbishing the old building,  
a project that is expected to take six months.

Again, when this work is completed, it must be inspected  
and approved by HIQA before the current residents of  
St. Mary’s Home can move a few miles southward to the  
new home.

This will be a more complicated move and will probably  
be phased over a number of days. Again, the residents of  
St. Mary’s will move with their own nurses, carers and support 
staff to help them to settle into their new surroundings.

At that stage, we will have 56 residents in the exciting new 
rooms and facilities.

St. John’s House
At the request of the remaining Sister - Sister Verity Ann of 
St. Mary’s  - the new home will be called St. John’s House 
in memory of the Sisters of St John the Divine who were 
responsible for St. Mary’s Home for so many years.  The name 
will also commit to memory the history of St. John’s House 
- previously St. John’s House of Rest - which had such a long 
and distinguished history on the site.

The Molyneux Home, which closed some years ago and whose 
remaining residents moved to St John’s, will be remembered 
by naming one of the floors the MOLYNEUX.

Likewise St. Mary’s Home, which will amalgamate with  
St. John’s under the aegis of Protestant Aid, will be 
remembered by naming one of the floors ST. MARY’S.

Management
A new Management Committee has been established to 
oversee the establishment of the new home and to manage 
it when residents move there in the New Year. The members 
of the new committee represent St. Mary’s Home, St. John’s 
House and Protestant Aid, the sponsors of the new home.

The members of the new committee appointed by  
Protestant Aid are:

• Valerie Coghlan

• Barbara Davis

• Yvonne Good

• Gillie Hinds

• Tom Hogan

• Eileen Kennedy

• Gordon Richards (Vice-Chairman)

• Michael Webb (Chairman)

• David Webb (CEO of Protestant Aid) 

The new Management Committee has a considerable workload 
ahead in leading all three existing homes into an exciting new 
future.
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St. Mary’s Home
Contrary to some rumours, St. Mary’s Home is NOT closing  
but IS moving to the new, modern premises where they will 
join the Molyneux Home and St. John’s House in a new and 
exciting partnership. The residents, nurses, carers and support 
staff currently in St. Mary’s will move together to the new 
home. The old buildings on the St. Mary’s site, although  
much loved, are no longer fit for purpose.

Residents require en-suite rooms and adequate facilities to 
support a full and enjoyable life. 

The 30 beds in St. Mary’s are no longer a viable number having 
regard to the number of nurses and carers required to support 
two nursing floors. 

For a number of years the Trustees have been subsidising the 
running of the home from capital but this cannot continue 
indefinitely.

The new St. John’s, with its 56 beds, will provide the adequate 
numbers of residents to support the nurses and care required.
For St. Mary’s and for its residents, this move will provide 
security in a new and exciting initiative. We trust residents and 
their families will understand and support this venture.



How you can help
The new building is proceeding thanks to the loyalty and 
generosity of our subscribers. Any contribution, no matter 
how small, is vital and welcome. You can help by making a 
once-off payment by cheque/Postal Order payable to  
St. John’s House.

Please return completed form to:  
THE ST. JOHN’S HOUSE BUILDING PROJECT,  
c/o Protestant Aid, 74 Upper Leeson Street, Dublin D04 K2N6.

I would like to make a contribution of

and enclose a cheque/postal order to this effect.

Name:

Address:

Tel:

Email:


